
Maine Revised Statutes

Title 21-A: ELECTIONS

Chapter 3: VOTER REGISTRATION

§161. RESPONSIBILITIES OF REGISTRAR

1. List prepared. 

[ 2005, c. 453, §32 (RP) .]

2. List current. 

[ 2005, c. 453, §32 (RP) .]

2-A. Maintenance of voter registration information.  The registrar in each municipality shall keep
the central voter registration system current at all times for the voters in the registrar's municipality. The
Secretary of State is authorized to conduct maintenance of the central voter registration system. The Secretary
of State shall adopt rules for conducting voter list maintenance required by the National Voter Registration
Act of 1993. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter
375, subchapter 2-A. A registrar may not cancel a voter's registration in the central voter registration system
solely because the registered voter did not vote in previous elections. A voter’s registration record in the
central voter registration system must be cancelled by either the registrar for the voter’s municipality or by the
Secretary of State as follows:

A. When it is determined that a voter has registered to vote in another jurisdiction in the State, the
voter registration record from the former jurisdiction must be cancelled; and [2009, c. 370, §1
(NEW).]

B. When it is determined that the voter has registered to vote in another jurisdiction outside of the State,
the voter registration record in the State must be cancelled. [2009, c. 370, §1 (NEW).]

[ 2013, c. 131, §9 (AMD) .]

3. List of deceased residents. 

[ 2005, c. 453, §32 (RP) .]

4. Proof of qualification is requested.  If the registrar is in doubt as to the qualifications of a person to
vote, the registrar shall fix a reasonable time and place for a hearing and give written notice of the hearing to
the voter at the last known address provided by the voter at least 20 days in advance. The voter must have the
opportunity to testify and to present witnesses and other evidence at the hearing. The voter may respond in
person or in writing with proof of qualifications prior to the date of the hearing. After the hearing, the registrar
shall determine whether the voter has met the voting qualifications and shall act accordingly. If the voter
offers satisfactory proof of qualifications to the registrar, either prior to or at the hearing, the registrar may
not cancel the voter's registration in the central voter registration system. If the voter fails to offer satisfactory
proof of qualifications to the registrar, either prior to or at the hearing, the registrar may cancel the voter's
registration in the central voter registration system. If the voter fails to appear at the hearing and the registrar
has proof that the voter does not meet the qualifications, the registrar may cancel the voter's registration
in the central voter registration system. The registrar shall notify the voter, in writing, of the action taken
and advise the voter of the appropriate appeal authority as specified in this Title. If the registrar decides to
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cancel the voter's registration in the central voter registration system after the hearing and a municipal or state
election occurs before the cancelled voter has exhausted all appeals, then the voter remains in the central voter
registration system for the election and may cast a challenged ballot.

[ 2007, c. 455, §9 (AMD) .]

5. Record of names added and cancelled.  The registrar shall keep a record of the names added to or
the registrations cancelled in the central voter registration system and the date when the action was taken.

[ 2005, c. 453, §32 (AMD) .]

SECTION HISTORY
1985, c. 161, §6 (NEW).  1985, c. 273, §§1,3 (AMD).  1991, c. 466, §10
(AMD).  1993, c. 473, §8 (AMD).  1993, c. 473, §46 (AFF).  1993, c. 695,
§15 (AMD).  1995, c. 459, §18 (AMD).  1997, c. 436, §39 (AMD).  2001, c.
310, §13 (AMD).  2005, c. 453, §32 (AMD).  2007, c. 455, §9 (AMD).  2009,
c. 370, §1 (AMD).  2013, c. 131, §9 (AMD).

The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include the
following disclaimer in your publication:

All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects changes
made through the Second Regular Session of the 127th Maine Legislature and is current through October 1, 2016. The text is subject to
change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the Maine Revised Statutes
Annotated and supplements for certified text.

The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our goal
is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to preserve
the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the public.
If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.

  |  2 Generated
12.22.2016


